
Discover some of
England’s finest
countryside from
Plymouth, Torbay,
Exeter and Bristol
the greener way
by bus and train

This leaflet was created as part of Mosaic, a project led by the
Campaign for National Parks that aims to build links between
ethnic minority communities in a selection of 20 cities across
England, and the National Parks. As such this leaflet is not
intended as a comprehensive resource of public transport
options from all cities to the National Parks; it focuses on a
selection of towns and cities that are part of the Mosaic
project. The leaflet also does not include an exhaustive list of
all public transport options available within the National Park,
but rather provides a selection of public transport options for
places that are easy to visit.

Mosaic Funders

www.mosaicnationalparks.org
Produced by Transport for Leisure Ltd and Simon Holt Marketing Services March 2011

Tickets to ride

Cover photo: Hound Tor © Dartmoor National Park Authority

Visitor information
Dartmoor National Park Authority
www.dartmoor-npa.gov.uk 01822 890414
Dartmoor and Devon tourism
www.dartmoor.co.uk and www.discoverdartmoor.co.uk
www.visitdevon.co.uk
Youth Hostels in the area www.yha.org.uk
Okehampton 0845 371 9651 and Bracken Tor, also in
Okehampton 01837 53916. Great Hound Tor Barn, near
Manaton 01629 592700 and Bellever 0845 371 9622 are some
distance from the nearest bus stop). The other hostels may
only have a limited seasonal public transport service.

Travel information
Traveline 0871 200 22 33, www.traveline.info
Transport Direct www.transportdirect.info
National Rail Enquiries 08457 48 49 50, www.nationalrail.co.uk
Bus and train information for Devon: www.journeydevon.info
First Great Western (trains) www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk
Main bus operators to and on Dartmoor
Country Bus 01626 833664
First Devon & Cornwall 0845 600 1420
Stagecoach South West 01392 427711
Western Greyhound 01637 871871
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Trains Off Peak Day Return fares: Bristol - Exeter £24
(tickets bought in advance for particular trains may be
much cheaper), Torquay - Exeter £5.80, Exeter -
Plymouth £7.90, Torquay - Plymouth £6.40, Plymouth -
Gunnislake £4.80, Exeter - Gunnislake £8.50. On First
Great Western trains, GroupSave allows 3 or 4
passengers to travel for the price of 2 adult Off Peak
Day Returns and up to 4 accompanying children for
£1 each return.

Buses First Day South West: Valid on all First buses and
most Devon County Council supported services; adult
£7.30, child £5.95, family £17.50. South West Explorer:
Unlimited travel all day on Stagecoach, Country Bus
and Western Greyhound buses on the day of issue.
£6.50 adult, £4 child, £16 family (Up to 2 adults and 3
children) Note: Adult prices vary - on Country Bus £6
and Western Greyhound £7. Dartmoor Sunday Rover
offers travel on a wide network of buses across
Dartmoor plus train travel on the Plymouth -
Gunnislake Tamar Valley Line and the Exeter Central -
Barnstaple Tarka Line.
(Also valid on some
special trains between
Exeter and
Okehampton in the
summer.) Prices; adult
£6.50, child £4.30,
family (2 adults and up
to 3 children) £16.

Dartmoor National Park is the largest and wildest area
of open country in Southern England. Lots of people
visit the National Park to enjoy the beautiful scenery
and to recharge their batteries, but many come to get
active! With over 450 miles (730km) of public rights of
way, there is an abundance of walking routes to suit
all tastes and abilities. Dartmoor also has a variety of
cycle routes, both on and off road, making it as
challenging as you want it. You’ll also be guaranteed
a warm welcome in a choice of village inns and
cafes, with lots of places to stay.
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Dartmoor National Park

If you’re planning a walk, wear boots or strong trainers. Take rainwear,
warm clothing, food and plenty of drink and a large scale map

(Ordnance Survey Explorer Map OL 28 recommended).

Remember to always check bus and rail times and
days of operation before travelling.

Masses of bluebells on Holwell Lawn, near Houndtor

Lydford Gorge

©
D
a
rt
m
o
o
rN

a
tio

n
a
lP
a
rk
A
u
th
o
rit
y

map not to
scale

©
D
a
rt
m
o
o
rN

a
tio

n
a
lP
a
rk
A
u
th
o
rit
y

There is so much to see and do in Dartmoor National
Park - and it’s all just a short journey away. This is a
guide to the best routes into the National Park, ideas
for places to visit and the right tickets for your day out.
Dartmoor is well served by public transport.

The Park includes some of the most dramatic scenery
in south west England. Dartmoor itself is a high
granite upland rising to 621 metres / 2,037 feet
above sea level, high above the lush valleys
and woodland that skirt the moorland.
Particularly notable are the spectacular ‘Tors’
- craggy, wind-swept outcrops of weather-worn
granite that rise from the edge of the open moors.
Dartmoor is an area rich in natural history, including
with a variety of habitat from peak bogs to wild
mountain streams, and full of a complex archaeology,
including prehistoric remains of huts, circles and
tombs.

It is wonderful countryside for active
adventure - for walking across miles of
footpaths and open access areas, cycling

through the heart of the National Park via Princetown
(famous for its notorious prison) and the high moors.

Bus services also skirt the western perimeter
of the Park between Plymouth and
Tavistock (bus 86) and Lydford,
Okehampton and Barnstaple following the
West Devon Way (bus 118).

On Sundays, the bus network is
strengthened by a number of
additional Dartmoor Sunday
Rover services. Some services

connect with trains to and from Gunnislake
station, with links to Morwellham Quay
Heritage Centre and into the heartland of the
National Park.

To reach the western parts of the National
Park you can travel via Plymouth. Go by train
direct from Exeter St Davids, or if travelling
from Torquay, change at Newton Abbot.
Express buses also run between Exeter and
Plymouth (Stagecoach X38) and Torquay,
Paignton and Plymouth (First Devon &
Cornwall X80). The 271 Haytor Hoppa bus runs

from Bovey Tracey on Saturdays during the
summer. The recently reopened Dartmoor
Railway (www.dartmoor-railway.co.uk)

runs pleasure trips on a short section of
track at Okehampton. There are plans
to run trains from Exeter to

Okehampton in the future, however this
is currently on Summer Sundays only.

Railway
with Station

Bus Route

Youth Hostel

Key

ß

The old clapper bridge at Postbridge

around the many quiet lanes and across and around
the edge of the moor, horse riding and pony trekking,
canoeing, climbing the Tors, and ‘wild camping’ on
the moors.

The Tamar Valley Line runs from Plymouth to
Gunnislake. Bus services link from here into the
National Park. There is also a useful network of local
bus services, including the spectacular Transmoor Link
bus 82 (Sundays only) which links Plymouth and Exeter

©
D
a
rt
m
o
o
rN

a
tio

n
a
lP
a
rk
A
u
th
o
rit
y

Services and fares
are subject to
change. Some

services are seasonal.


